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Chair, ACE Symposium and Events Committee 
Calvin F. Barber Professor of Surgery at the  
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ABOUT THE ACADEMY OF CLINICAL EXCELLENCE

The Columbia University Vagelos College of Physicians and Surgeons 

Academy of Clinical Excellence defines, recognizes, and perpetuates 

excellence in clinical care by faculty, trainees, and students. The Academy 

honors the clinical faculty who contribute to the Vagelos College of 

Physicians and Surgeons through patient care that is marked by evidence-

based clinical science and deeply compassionate humanism.

Each member of the Academy exhibits excellence in the following 

characteristics: reputation, communication and interpersonal skills, 

professionalism and humanism, diagnostic acumen, skillful negotiation of 

the health care system, knowledge, scholarly approach to clinical care, 

commitment to mentoring trainees and junior colleagues, and passion for 

clinical medicine. All members have met benchmark standards of excellence. 

Inductees have an active role in the Academy, working on one of the steering 

committees that support faculty and trainee mentorship, participating in 

special lectures and events, and assisting with communications.

Vision

Through the establishment of the Academy of Clinical Excellence, we 

perpetuate the ability to offer exceptional clinical care to all patients for 

many generations to come.

Mission

The Columbia University Vagelos College of Physicians and Surgeons 

Academy of Clinical Excellence exists to define, recognize, and perpetuate 

excellence in clinical care by faculty, trainees, and students.

www.ps.columbia.edu/ace



WAFAA EL-SADR, MD, MPH, MPA

University Professor of Epidemiology and Medicine 

Director, Columbia World Projects 

Director, ICAP at Columbia University 

Dr. Mathilde Krim-amfAR Professor of Global Health  

(in Epidemiology) 

Mailman School of Public Health 

Vagelos College of Physicians and Surgeons 

Columbia University Irving Medical Center

Wafaa El-Sadr is University Professor of Epidemiology and Medicine, Director of ICAP at 

Columbia University, Director of Columbia World Projects, and the Mathilde Krim-amfAR 

Professor of Global Health at the Columbia Mailman School of Public Health.

Her work through ICAP in more than 30 countries around the world integrates research, 

education, training, program design, implementation, scale-up, and evaluation. As the 

director of Columbia World Projects, she oversees a University-wide initiative that aims to 

translate scholarly work into action.

Dr. El-Sadr received her medical degree from Cairo University in Egypt, a master’s degree 

in public health (Epidemiology) from Columbia Mailman School of Public Health, and a 

master’s degree in public administration from the Harvard University Kennedy School of 

Government. She was named a McArthur fellow in 2008, and became a member of the 

National Academy of Medicine in 2009, a fellow of the African Academy of Sciences in 

2018, and a member of the Council for Foreign Relations in 2021.



ACE CLASS OF 2022 INDUCTEES

Janice James Aubey, MD, MPH

Department of Obstetrics  
and Gynecology

Karen L. Bell, MD

Department of Neurology

Heidi Beutler, MD

Department of Pediatrics

Craig D. Blinderman, MD, MA

Department of Medicine

Keith Brenner, MD

Department of Medicine

Tricia E. Brentjens, MD

Department of Anesthesiology

Elise Caccappolo, PhD, MA

Department of Neurology

Subani Chandra, MD

Department of Medicine

Eileen P. Connolly, MD, PhD

Department of Radiation Oncology

Renu Maria Culas, MBBS

Department of Psychiatry

Colleen C. Cullen, PsyD

Department of Psychiatry

Amy R. Defelice, MD

Department of Pediatrics

Anne M. Ferris, MBBS

Department of Pediatrics

Katherine Fischkoff, MD, MPA

Department of Surgery

Alyson N. Fox, MD, MSCE

Department of Medicine

Christina Kitt Garza, MD

Department of Psychiatry

Isaac George, MD

Department of Surgery

Larisa J. Geskin, MD

Department of Dermatology

Stephen L. Gordon, MD

Department of Emergency Medicine

Farah Hameed, MD

Department of Rehabilitation and 
Regenerative Medicine

Jason Hill, MD, PhD

Department of Emergency Medicine

Ana Hae-Ok Kim, MD

Department of Otolaryngology/Head 
and Neck Surgery

Jin Hee Jeannie Kim, MD, MS

Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology

Ganga Krishnamurthy, MBBS, DCH

Department of Pediatrics

Nicole Lamanna, MD

Department of Medicine

Sean D. Lavine, MD

Department of Neurological Surgery

Ryan E. Lawrence, MD, MDiv

Department of Psychiatry

Jay S. Leb, MD

Department of Radiology

Jeffrey M. Liebmann, MD

Department of Ophthalmology

Ali A. Mencin, MD

Department of Pediatrics

Marcus R. Pereira, MD, MPH

Department of Medicine

Stefano Ravalli, MD

Department of Medicine

Helen E. Remotti, MD

Department of Pathology and  
Cell Biology



Neeta R. Saraiya, MBBS, MD

Department of Anesthesiology

Ojas Shah, MD

Department of Urology

Jessica Singer, MD, MPH

Department of Medicine

Kurenai Tanji, MD, PhD

Department of Pathology and  
Cell Biology

William C. Turner, MD

Department of Medicine

Wakenda K. Tyler, MD, MPH

Department of Orthopaedic Surgery

Louis H. Weimer, MD

Department of Neurology

Rachel J. Weller, MD

Department of Pediatrics

Natalie H. Yip, MD

Department of Medicine



2022 ACE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND 
STEERING COMMITTEE LEADERSHIP

Michael Argenziano, MD

Department of Surgery
Chair, Symposium and  

Events Committee

Stan D. Arkow, MD

Department of Psychiatry
Co-Chair, Membership Committee

Evelyn Attia, MD

Department of Psychiatry

Carolyn Barley Britton, MD

Department of Neurology

Nancy Chang, MD

Department of Medicine
Chair, Communications and  

Outreach Committee

Hanina Hibshoosh, MD

Department of Pathology and  
Cell Biology

Christopher Irobunda, MD, PhD

Department of Medicine
Co-Chair, Mentorship Committee

Alexander G. Khandji, MD

Department of Radiology

Julie Khlevner, MD

Department of Pediatrics
Co-Chair, Mentorship Committee

James A. Lee, MD

Department of Surgery

Steven J. Lobritto, MD

Department of Pediatrics

James M. McKiernan, MD

Department of Urology
Past Chair, Executive Committee

William Middlesworth, MD

Department of Surgery

Russell S. Miller, MD

Department of Obstetrics  
and Gynecology
Vice Chair, Membership Committee

Sara S. Nash, MD

Department of Psychiatry

Carrie B. Ruzal-Shapiro, MD

Department of Radiology
Chair, Executive Committee

Craig R. Smith, MD

Department of Surgery

Jonathan Susman, MD

Department of Radiology
Vice Chair, Symposium and  

Events Committee

Joseph Tenenbaum, MD

Department of Medicine
Co-Chair, Philanthropy Committee

David M. Weiner, MD

Department of Urology
Co-Chair, Philanthropy Committee

Robert A. Whittington, MD

Department of Anesthesiology

Ex Officio

George A. Cioffi, MD

President, FPO

Anne L. Taylor, MD

Vice Dean for Academic Affairs




