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Janet  Falk-Kessler  Ret i r es as Pr ogr am  Di r ector

Janet Falk-Kessler , EdD, OTR, FAOTA reti r ed as the program 
dir ector  of the Columbia Univer si ty Programs in Occupational 
Therapy in August.  Janet has been a pi l lar  of our  depar tment, 
joining our  ful l  time faculty in 1985 and ser ving as Program 
Director  since 2001.  Her  professional accomplishments are too 
numerous to l ist, but include:

- Developing the joint MS/MPH program, the f i r st of i ts 
kind.

- Ser ving as a champion to maintain our  programs' 
commitment to mental health

- Shepherding the post-professional OTD through the 
Univer si ty administr ation and the New  York State 
Depar tment of Education, r esulting in Columbia being 
the f i r st NY state program to offer  this degree.

- Secur ing dedicated OT lab space in the Learning Center.
- Developing our  Programs' electives program.

 Her  honors include induction into Kappa Delta Pi , the Amer ican Occupational Therapy 
Association's Roster  of Fellows for  "outstanding contr ibutions to mental health education", 
ser ving on multiple edi tor ial boards, and the NY State Board of Occupational Therapy.

On behalf of the dozens of faculty members and thousands of students she has mentored, we 
w ish her  the best dur ing her  r eti r ement.

Glen Gi l l en Announced as New Pr ogr am  Di r ector

Glen Gi l len, EdD, OTR, FAOTA has taken over  as the newest Program 
Director  of the Columbia Univer si ty Programs in Occupational 
Therapy.   

Glen r eceived his undergraduate and master s degrees from NYU and 
later  obtained an EdD from Teachers College, Columbia Univer si ty.  
He has been a par t of the NYP and Columbia community since joining 
the staff  of the hospital in 1990 and  has been on the OT faculty since 
1993.  Most r ecently, he has ser ved as a ful l  Professor  at Columbia and 
as the Associate Program Director  for  OT.  

Cont inued on page 3.

http://www.columbiaot.org
http://www.columbiaot.org
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Dear  Columbia OT Family, 

I t is w i th great pleasure that I  have the oppor tuni ty to 
r each out to you as the new ly minted Program Director. 
As many of you know  we had a bi tter sweet farewell 
r eception for  Dr. Janet Falk-Kessler  this past summer. 
Janet was sur rounded by fr iends, fami ly, col leagues, and 
most impor tantly by her  adorable granddaughter , 
Violet. We al l  w ish Janet well  as she embraces her  new  
occupational roles of grandmother , golfer , and wor ld 
tr aveler. 

Speaking of goodbyes, we also said farewell to Dr. Emily 
Raphael-Greenfield as she reti r ed from her  role as a ful l  
time faculty member. The program honored her  by 
naming the mental health award for  Emily and the f i r st 
award w i l l  be given out at commencement next year. 
Lucky for  us and our  students, Emily w i l l  continue to 
teach Group Dynamics.  

The summer  was a time of big changes for  our  
programs. We welcomed Dr. Pat Precin to our  faculty. 
She continues to amaze us w ith her  seamless tr ansi tion 
and posi tive energy. Pat w i l l  be taking on many of the 
courses that were previously taught by Emily.  

This summer  our  programs moved to a new  home. After  
over  two decades in the Neurological Insti tute we moved 
to a new ly r enovated f loor  in the Georgian Bui lding also 
on West 168th Street. Please stop by to visi t and tour.  

We welcomed 55 new  students to our  program this 
September  in addition to several new  Post-Professional 
OTD students. The students hai l  from al l  over  the 
countr y and they are an energized group! 

Last but not least, our  wor ld class faculty continues to be 
exceptionally productive on top of their  teaching loads. 
Their  names are well  r epresented in conference 
brochures, on presentations, on journal ar ticles, on 
abstr acts, on and in textbooks, on awards, and in 
r eference l ists.  

Al l  said and done, I  am a lucky person to inher i t such a 
stel lar  program. 

Cheers!  

Glen Gi l len, EdD, OTR, FAOTA

Professor  and Dir ector , Programs in Occupational 
Therapy 

Vice Chair , Dept. of Rehabi l i tation and Regenerative 
Medicine  
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Glen Gi l l en Announced as Pr ogr am  Di r ector , cont i nued

 cont inued f r om  Page 1.

Glen has been highly accomplished as an academician w ithin the f ield.  He has authored 30 
or iginal publications and more than 100 publications in total, including ser ving as the edi tor  
of the defini tive textbook on stroke r ehabi l i tation for  Occupational Therapists, now  in i ts 
four th edi tion, and as co-edi tor  of Wi l lard and Spackman.  He has r eceived numerous awards 
and invi ted lectureships, including the keynote Eleanor  Clarke Slagle lecture at the national 
meeting of the Amer ican Occupational Therapy Association.  He is w idely acknow ledged as a 
leader  in the f ield of occupational therapy nationally and internationally.

In addition to his role as Program Director , he w i l l  ser ve as a Vice-Chair  in the Columbia 
Depar tment of Rehabi l i tation and Regenerative Medicine and w i l l  also ser ve as an Assistant 
Dean in the Vagelos College of Physicians and Surgeons. 

Em i ly Raphael -Gr eenf ield Ret i r es f r om  Pr ogr am

Emily Raphael-Greenfield, EdD, OTR, FAOTA, has semi 
r eti r ed from the Columbia Univer si ty Programs in 
Occupational Therapy.  She w i l l  continue to teach 
Group Dynamics.  OT and PT faculty, staff , and alumni 
gathered for  a luncheon sendoff ear l ier  this summer.  

Emily graduated from the Columbia Programs in 
Occupational Therapy in 1986, after  ini tial ly earning a 
Master s degree in Anthropology.  She later  r eceived 
her  EdD from Teachers College.  

She created an outstanding Mental Health cur r iculum 
in our  program and is dedicated to providing ser vices 
to the homeless population, especial ly at the For t 
Washington Men's Shelter.  She and Sharon Gutman 
created the SMART program, a multi -modal, 
interactive ski l l -bui lding program targeting l iving 
ski l ls necessar y for  the tr ansi tion from the shelter  to 
apar tment l iving.

Two of her  classmates from CUOT, Jul ie Kern and 
Diane Schreibman, were in attendance at the 
luncheon.

The Programs have renamed the Mental Health award 
in her  honor.  The f i r st award w i l l  be given to a 
student in the class of 2019.
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SpOTl ight  on Facul t y
Pat  Pr ecin  Joins Colum bia OT Facul t y

Pat Precin, PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA has joined the faculty of the 
Columbia Univer si ty Programs in Occupational Therapy.  She 
w i l l  be overseeing the mental health cur r iculum.  Pat came to 
Columbia from Touro College.  She has also taught at NYIT and 
ser ved as an adjunct at many other  area univer si ties.  

She has created several innovative OT programs, including 
housing programs for  the homeless and welfare to work 
programs for   those w ith behavioral and physical challenges.  

She is the author  of several books and numerous publications, 
as well  as being a l icensed psychoanalyst.  

In her  fr ee time, Pat is a cave diver  and plays the f lute.  She l ives 
w ith her  spouse, her  dog Freud, and her  cat Lincoln.  

We are happy to welcome her  to the OT programs!

Other  Pr ogr am  News

- The Programs' off ices r elocated to the Georgian Bui lding in July.  Stay tuned for  
photos of the new  space!

- Shar on Gutm an  has been named Editor -in-Chief of the Br i tish Journal of 
Occupational Therapy as of November  1st.

- Daniel  Gel l er  r eceived his EdD and was promoted to Assistant Professor.
- Phyl l i s Sim on, Daniel  Gel l er , Pat  Pr ecin , and Kather ine Dim i t r opoulou  

presented at 2018 NYP Research Day, an interprofessional event that br ings together  
the r ehab depar tments across NYP hospitals. 

- Kather ine Dim i t r opoulou w il l  be col laborating w ith Dr. Gottl ieb at the Columbia 
Zuckerman Mind Brain Behavior  Insi tute.  She w i l l  be designing and conducting 
studies at Dr. Gottl ieb's psychophysics lab using state of the ar t eye tr acking 
technoogy to study mechanisms of anticipator y control of action in chi ldren w ith 
neurodevelopmental disorders (cerebral palsy) and typical ly developing peers. 

- Lenin Gr ajo gave the keynote speech at the Coali tion for  OT Advocates for  Diver si ty 
Annual Breakfast at the AOTA conference.  He spoke on "Promoting Diver si ty, 
Equali ty, and Social Justice: A Collective Responsibi l i ty". 
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SpOTl ight  on Facul t y
Recent  Facul t y Publ i cat i ons

Books
- Gutm an, S.A. & Schonfeld, A.B. (in press). Screening adult neurologic populations: A 

step-by-step instruction manual (3rd ed.). Bethesda, MD: Amer ican Occupational 
Therapy Association Press

- Gr ajo, L. & Boisselle, A. (Eds.) (2019). Adaptation through occupation: 
Multidimensional perspectives. Thorofare, NJ: SLACK, Inc.

Selected Jour nal  Ar t i cl es and Book  Chapter s
- Abruzzese, L. & Sim on, P. (2018). Special concerns for  the LGBT aging patient: What 

r ehab professionals should know. Current Geriatric Report, 7(26). 
https://doi .org/10.1007/s13670-018-0232-6

- Boisel le, A. & Gr ajo, L.C. (2018). They said: A global per spective on access to assi tive 
technology. The Open Journal of Occupational Therapy, 6(3). 
https://doi .org/10.15453/2168-6408.1541

- Gi l l en, G. (2018). Cerebrovascular  accident/stroke. In W. Schultz-Krohn & H. 
Pendleton (Eds.). Pedretti's occupational therapy: Practice skills for physical dysfunction 
(8th ed.). St. Louis: Elsevier  Science/Mosby.

- , 

- Gr ajo, L., Candler , C., Bow yer , P., Schultz, S., & Thomson, J. (2018). The cl inical and 
classroom uti l i ty of the Inventor y of Reading Occupations: An assessment tool of 
chi ldren's r eading par ticipation. The Open Journal of Occupational Therapy, 6(2).  
Avai lable online here: http://scholar works.w mich.edu/ojot/vol6/iss1/2/ 

- Gutm an, S.A. & Falk-Kessler , J. (2018). Reliabi l i ty and convergent val idi ty of the 
Emotional Intel l igence Admission Essay Scale Revised. British Journal of Occupational 
Therapy, 81(9), 543-550. 

- Gutm an, S.A., Fal k-Kessler , J., Sar af i an, A.J., & Barbour , P. (2018). Emotional 
Intel l igence Admission Essay Scale: Compar ison between essay and inter view  formats. 
Annals of International Occupational Therapy. 
https://doi .org/10.3928/24761222-20180417-02

- Gutm an, S.A., Amarantos, K., Berg, J., Aponte, M., Gordi l lo, D., Peer y, A....Schluger , Z. 
(2018). Home safety fal l  and accident r isk in the prematurely aging, former ly homeless. 
American Journal of Occupational Therapy, 72, https://doi .org/10.5014/ajot.2018.028050

- Hreha, K., Gi l l en, G., Noce, N., & Ni l sen, D. (2018). The feasibi l i ty and effectiveness of 
using pr ism adaptation to tr eat motor  and spatial dysfunction in stroke sur vivor s w ith 
multiple incidents of stroke. Topics in Stroke Rehabilitation.  

- Pr ecin , P., Koenig, V.E., Chiarel lo, E. Masotti , G.K., Diamond, B.N., Lashinsky, D.B., & 
Tierno, O. (2018). SPOTS: A model for  the creation of sustainable, population-based, 
occupational therapy f ieldwork si tes.  Occupational Therapy in Health Care, 32, 44-58.

For  a ful l  l ist of faculty publications, see our  website

https://doi.org/10.1007/s13670-018-0232-6
https://doi.org/10.15453/2168-6408.1541
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/ojot/vol6/iss1/2/
http://scholarworks.wmich.edu/ojot/vol6/iss1/2/
https://doi.org/10.3928/24761222-20180417-02
https://doi.org/10.3928/24761222-20180417-02
https://doi.org/10.5014/ajot.2018.028050
https://doi.org/10.5014/ajot.2018.028050
https://www.ps.columbia.edu/education/academic-programs/programs-occupational-therapy/master-science/faculty/publications
https://www.ps.columbia.edu/education/academic-programs/programs-occupational-therapy/master-science/faculty/publications
https://www.ps.columbia.edu/education/academic-programs/programs-occupational-therapy/master-science/faculty/publications
https://www.ps.columbia.edu/education/academic-programs/programs-occupational-therapy/master-science/faculty/publications
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2018 AOTA Confer ence Pr esentat i ons

Facul t y; *MS student and/or  r ecent graduate, OTD student, alumni

Insti tute: Practical Applications of Evidenced-Based Motor  Control Inter ventions to Improve 
Occupational Per formance

Glen Gi len &  Dawn M. Ni l sen

Poster : Guided Goal Attainment w ith Homeless Individuals w ith Mental I l lness Using Creative 
Therapeutic Groups

Lauren Winterbottom, Lee Ann Westover, Em i ly Raphael -Gr eenf ield

Poster : Str enghtening OT Roles in Communities: Program Development, Grant-Wr i ting, and 
Collaborations in Community Based Practice w ith Older  Adults

Lenin Gr ajo, Phyl l i s Sim on , Clar ice Mi l ler * , Anna Peer y* , Tamara Wil ls* , Margo Stoner * , 
Michelle Hogan*, Ivy Vega*, Melissa Aponte* , Ji  Jeong*, Stephanie Aaron*

Session: Systematic Review  of Occupational Therapy for  Chi ldren and Youth (Age 5-21)

Lenin Gr ajo, Am anda Sar af i an , et al. 

Workshop: Beyond Handw r i ting: Advocating for  the Role of OT in Li teracy Development

Lenin Gr ajo, et al.

Poster : Insight and Self Awareness in Stroke Rehabi l i tation: Process Reflections on Developing 
a Theor y- Guided Approach

Daniel le Mahoney and Lenin Gr ajo

Poster : A Pi lot Study of Caregiver  Health: An Oppor tuni ty for  Injur y Prevention Among 
Caregiver s of Chi ldren w ith Medical Complexi ty

Michaela Fraser, El len Shaw , Patr icia Hametz, Shar on Gutm an

AOTA Tow n Hall : Choosing Wisely

Glen Gi l l en

Poster : Home Mir ror  Therapy: A Randomized Control Study Compar ing Two Mir ror  Therapy 
Approaches for  Adults Post Stroke

Daniel  Gel l er , Dawn Ni l sen, Glen Gi l l en , et al. 

Session: Adaptive Motor  Decisions in Chi ldren w ith Hemiplegic Cerebral Palsy

Kather ine Dim i t r opoulou

Poster : Chair  Yoga for  Cerebral Palsy and Hemispherectomy: An Applied Research Study

Genni Hester * , Kather ine Dim i t r opoulou , et al. 
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2018 Com m encem ent  Awar ds

The fol low ing members of the class of 2018 were r ecognized at graduation for  their  outstanding 
work: 

The Joan Bozuwa Mem or ial  Awar d for  Scholar sh ip, Leader sh ip, Cr eat iv i t y, and Integr i t y: 
Genni Hester

The Steven Katz Awar d for  Cl i n i cal  Excel l ence:  Chr istina Dumas

Achievem ent  Awar d for  Excel l ence in  Mental  Heal th : Amanda Tedino

Pat r i cia A. Mi l l er  Achievem ent  Awar d for  Excel l ence in  Ger ontology: Hannah Sw irnow

The G. Gor don Wi l l i am son Achievem ent  Awar d for  Excel l ence in  Pediat r i cs:  Br i ttany 
Manning

The Mar guer i te Abbot t  Mem or ial  Awar d for  Physi cal  Disabi l i t i es:  Ann Bauer -Levey  

Rober t  Evander  Achievem ent  Awar d for  Excel l ence in  Science:  Samantha Wolff

The Bar bar a E. Neuhaus Awar d for  Excel l ence in  Resear ch:  Sheetala Balasubramanian, 
Maya Herzog, El izabeth Kim, Yudis Retig, Hannah Sw irnow , Samantha Wolff

Other  awards given to members of the OT and broader  community who suppor t our  work 
include:

2018 Super v i sor  of  the Year : Alexander  Lopez, OTR, Inclusive Spor ts and Fi tness

2018 Dist i nguished Alum ni : Emily Raphael-Greenfield, EdD, OTR/L, FAOTA

2018 Fr iend of  OT: Kimber lee Baltich, Pibly Residential Programs
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SpOTl ight  on Students

Students Pr esent  at  36th Annual  Resear ch Day
Master s students presented their  r esearch at the 
36th Annual Research Day on May 10th.  Al l  
students in the programs par ticipate in a 
r esearch sequence.  

Sheetala Balasubramanian, Maya Herzog, 
El izabeth Kim, Hannah Sw irnow , Yudis Retig, 
and Samantha Wolff  presented on the 
Effectiveness of a Tai lored Occupational Therapy 
Inter vention for  Women w ith ADHD: A 
Randomized Control led Study.  Their  r esearch 
earned them the 2018 Newhouse Research 
award at graduation.

Sara Barnett, Lauren Fischman, Jamie Halpern, Genni Hester , Colleen Ker r isk, Travis 
McLaughlin, Ezgi Ozel, and Haisu Wang presented on Pi lot Effectiveness of a Str ess 
Management Program for  Sheltered Homeless Adults w ith Mental I l lness: A Two Group 
Control led Study.

Genni Hester  presented her  r esearch on Yoga for  Chi ldren w ith Cerebral Palsy and 
Hemispherectomy.

Amber  Carmiencke, Derek Douglas, Lauren Freudman, Mar ia Huer ta, Matt McCaa, Sam Mil ler , 
Al isha Sherpa, and Mi les Viant presented on their  pi lot study Assessing Environmental Safety 
Modif ications in the Chronical ly I l l  Sheltered Homeless. 

Students also presented the fol low ing poster s:

Compar ing Dosage of Mir r or  Ther apy Inter ventions in Patients with Upper  Extr emity 
Hemipar esis Post-Str oke: A Thr ee Gr oup Randomized Contr ol Tr ial by Lauren Bellante, 
Kathleen Chu, Carolyn Gi l len, and Alison Tanner

Can Communities of Pr actice be an Effective Mechanism of Tr anslating Clinical Resear ch 
and Knowledge in Occupational Ther apy? A Scoping Study of Liter atur e  by Sarah Chefi tz, 
Kr istin Decker , Alyssa Lipar i , Br i ttany Manning, Amanda Rubin, and Amanda Tedino

Establishing Psychometr ic Pr oper ties of the Dr eam Home Assessment by Staley Alexander , 
Alexandra Alvarez, Caitl in Malloy, and Leah Potter

Deter mining the Measur ement Pr oper ties of the Inventor y of Reading Occupations ? Adult 
Ver sion by Margaret Boelter , Kar l ie Dehn, June I low ite, Rachel Lindenauer , Br i ttany Mascaro, 
and Jaime Summers

Er r or s and Movement Awar eness in Ambulator y Childr en with CP by Ann Bauer -Levey, 
Rebecca McGuirk, and Anthony Rodin

Effectiveness of a Motor  Lear ning Tr eatment Pr otocol in Impr oving Reaching Ability and 
Motor  Planning in Childr en with Hemiplegic Cer ebr al Palsy by Mar ibel Casti l lo, Daniel le 
Conklin, Kelly Higgins, and Jaimie Towey

Motor  Planning Abilities in Whole Body Activities in Childr en with ASD by Samantha Boldt, 
Chr istina Dumas, Er ica Halpern, and Elana Monahemi

Wear able Sensor s for  Assessment of Upper  Limb Function by Rober t Sok
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SpOTl ight  on Students
Pr of i l es of  OTD Students  

  Lesl i e Kane

  Af f i l i at i on: New  York Presbyter ian/CUIMC

  OTD Goals:  Learn more about the habits and routines of    
individuals w ith SCI in the community in NYC and 
develop an assessment tool for  assessing r eadiness for  
behavioral health change in this group.

   Stephanie Hui

   Af f i l i at i on: International Academy of Hope (iHope)

   OTD Goals: To create an assessment or  inter vention that 
evaluates functional cognition in chi ldren w ith complex 
needs through the use of assistive technology.

   Daniel l e Alonzi

   Af f i l i at i on: Kennedy Chi ldren's Center

   OTD Goals: To assess the school r eadiness of preschool  
chi ldren w ith autism and developmental disabi l i t ies as 
they tr ansi tion to kindergar ten.

For  prof i les of al l  of our  cur rent OTD students, visi t our  websi te.

   Phyl l i s Sim on

   Af f i l i at i on: Columbia Univer si ty Programs in Occupational 
Therapy

   OTD Goals: Identi fy the unique needs of the LGBT older  adult 
population and establish and promote the role of OT in 
formal cl inical settings, home based, and community 
practice.

   Scot t  Rushanan

   Af f i l i at i on: Univer si ty of Pennsylvania Health System

   OTD Goals: Improve my know ledge and cl inical ski l ls 
r egarding occupational therapy assessments and 
inter ventions for  patients w ith cognitive impairments.

https://www.ps.columbia.edu/education/academic-programs/programs-occupational-therapy/doctor-occupational-therapy-post-3
https://www.ps.columbia.edu/education/academic-programs/programs-occupational-therapy/doctor-occupational-therapy-post-3
https://www.ps.columbia.edu/education/academic-programs/programs-occupational-therapy/doctor-occupational-therapy-post-3
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SpOTl ight  on Students
Li ter acy Dr ive for  Puer to Rico 

Students, Facul t y, and Alum ni  Par t i ci pate i n  NAMI  Walk

The class of 2018 held a l i teracy dr ive for  
Puer to Rico in the aftermath of hur r icane 
Mar ia.  Br i ttany Manning and Alyssa Lipar i  
organized the dr ive and reached out to 
students, faculty, fr iends, and alumni for  
donations.  They col lected enough to make 149 
ki ts of l i teracy mater ials and toys for  chi ldren 
and teachers.   Professor  Daniel le Butin, who 
dir ects The AFYA Foundation, helped 
tr anspor t the mater ials to Puer to Rico.  

   

Professor  Emily Raphael and cur rent 
and former  CUOT students joined the 
12th Annual NAMI NYC Walk to r aise 
awareness and money for  mental 
health r esearch and programs.  NAMI, 
the National Al l iance on Mental I l lness, 
hosts fundraising walks around the 
countr y to r aise money and provide a 
show  of suppor t to those l iving w ith 
mental i l lness.  
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SpOTl ight  on Students
Colum bia OT Student  Com pletes Fieldwor k  at  AOTA
 Clar ice Mi l ler  from the Class of 2017 completed her  3rd optional f ieldwork last fal l  w i th the 
Amer ican Occupational Therapy Association.  She w rote a r ef lection on her  time at AOTA and 
i ts impact on her  future plans:

My exper ience at AOTA has been amazing.  Ever yone is welcoming and I m an active member  
of our  team.  I  pr imar i ly work w ith our  Federal Affair s Team and occasionally col laborate 
w ith our  Regulator y and State Affair s Team.  My typical week involves attending and 
repor ting on Congressional Hear ings on the Hi l l , attending meetings w ith Congressional Staff  
w i th AOTA lobbyists, and meeting Congressmen and women who are suppor tive of 
occupational therapy.  Additionally, I  par ticipated in numerous other  educational 
oppor tuni ties such as attending the Learning and Action Network (LAN) Summit on payment 
r eform,  meeting w ith AOTA employeees and AOTA Board Members, attending coali tion 
meetings, attending events about the Opioid Cr isis and Center  for  Medicare & Medicaid (CMS) 
payment r eform, and var ious other  projects.  I t has been a "choose your  ow n adventure" type 
of f ieldwork and I chose to focus on issues pr imar i ly affecting Medicaid and Medicare.

It has been wonder ful to see al l  the work that AOTA does to suppor t occupational therapy 
practi tioners and the care and research that goes into the mater ials AOTA produces.  I  have 
learned so much about how  federal legislation is developed and how  AOTA works w ith other  
organizations and Congressional Committees and staff  to negotiate the content of a bi l l  to best 
suppor t occupational therapy practi tioners and their  cl ients.  A major i ty of our  meetings 
involved negotiating a solution to the therapy cap and advocating for  our  home health bi l l  
which w i l l  permit occupational therapists to open home health cases.

For  my personal projects, I  fol low  health news closely and look for  anything that may impact 
our  profession.  One of my main projects has been to thoroughly r esearch Accountable Care 
Organizationsn (ACOs) and assess the role of occupational therapy in those payment models.  I  
w i l l  produce a r epor t of my f indings and identi fy how  occupational therapy practi tioners can 
meet the goals of an ACO and where there is potential for  emerging areas of practice.  
Additionally, I  r esearched and repor ted on the new  HHS and CMS rule about the HCAHPS pain 
management sur vey questions and w rote a blog post on OT Connections about my personal 
journey to become more poli tical ly engaged.

Moving for ward, I  plan to enter  the f ield as a practi tioner  whi le continuing to advocate for  
occupational therapy at both the state and federal level.  I  w i l l  pur sue oppor tuni ties to work 
on my state senator 's campaign, work w ith my state association on legislative goals, and 
continue to seek oppor tuni ties to work w ith AOTA.  After  this f ieldwork, I  have a better  
appreciation of AOTA and have a better  understanding of what i t means to be an occupational 
therapy practi tioner.  I  feel more confident in my abi l i ty to define occupational therapy and 
communicate why i t is vi tal that our  ser vices continue to be valued and suppor ted by payment 
r eform and value-based care incentives.  My exact path and what future degrees I w i l l  pur sue 
is unclear , but I  know  that adovcating for  the inclusion and advancement of occupational 
therapy in the changing healthcare str ucture is my main goal, no matter  the job ti tle.
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Alum ni  News

- Recent graduate Clar i ce Mi l l er  was appointed to the Advocacy & Policy 
Coordinator  posi tion for  the Home & Community Health Special Interest Section 
Standing Committee at AOTA. 

-  Gr etchen War d  is the Advocacy & Policy Coordinator  for  the Chi ldren and Youth 
Special Interest Section standing committee for  AOTA.  

Alum ni  News?  

Send i t to Ei leen at el2777@cumc.columbia.edu and we w i l l  include i t in our  
next newsletter !

Colum bia OT Student  At tends Hi l l  Day

Second year  student Kr ysti  Teng attended AOTA Hi l l  Day 
ear l ier  this month and had the fol low ing to say about her  
exper ience: 

I  was a bi t ner vous attending, but I  bel ieve AOTA provided 
the just r ight amount of homework and suppor t for  me to 
feel confident to speak in my two Senate staffer  meetings . 
I 've been shar ing about the posi tive exper ience w ith my 
classmates and how  impor tant our  work is impacted on 
the policy level -- we can't be the best cl inicians for  our  
cl ients i f  there are policy (more impor tantly insurance) 
bar r ier s in the way!

We met w ith Sen. Dianne Feinstein and Sen. Kamala 
Har r is's off ices. We had the president of Advocacy and 
Government Affair s (AGOT) w ithin Occupational Therapy 
Association of Cali fornia (OTAC), Sabrena McCar ley, in our  
group so she led our  AOTA agenda. We had the 
oppor tuni ty to share r elevant stor ies to the measures we 
were advocating for , so I was able to share exper iences in 
how  the lack of IDEA funding has prevented me, 
par ticular ly in making r efer rals for  r elated special 
ser vices l ike OT, as a special education teacher  in South 
Louisiana. 

I t was wonder ful to learn how  much policy can impact the 
future work I w i l l  be contr ibuting to the OT wor ld in a 
year ! I t was also great to share the exper ience w ith OT 
students and cl inicians from al l  over  the nation! 

mailto:el2777@cumc.columbia.edu


Columbia Univer si ty Programs in Occupational Therapy                                                            colum biaot .or g 

How to Give

https://w w w.givenow.columbia.edu

Search for  Occupational Therapy for  
donation options.

By mai l to: 

CUMC Off ice of Development

516 West 168th Street, 3rd Floor  

New  York, NY 10032  

I f  you are interested in annual giving or  
major  gi f ts, please contact Glen Gi l len. 

Alumni donations help suppor t the fol low ing 
areas:

Scholar sh ips. Last year , students were given 
12 awards from general gi f ts and 4 awards 
from alumni endowed gi f ts.

Student  suppor t

The new OT m ul t i pur pose lab. Our  new  lab 
is open and being used by students.

Educat ion enhancem ent . 

Sof twar e for  classr oom  inst r uct i on  

Future donations can suppor t:

Scholar sh ips.  80% of our  students r ely on 
Financial Aid.  

Any ar ea of  pr act i ce. Future gi f ts can be 
dir ected to suppor t individuals who are 
interested in a speci f ic area of practice.

Inter nat i onal  Pr ogr am  St ipends

Pr ep Cour ses for  the NBCOT exam

Updated adm issions technology

Any suppor t that alumni and fr iends of 
Columbia OT can provide w i l l  help enhance 
our  student's exper ience. 

Suppor t  Colum bia OT

https://giving.columbia.edu/giveonline/
mailto:gg50@cumc.columbia.edu
mailto:gg50@cumc.columbia.edu
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Stay Connected to the Pr ogr am s

Official Facebook page with updates from the Programs

https://w w w.facebook.com/ColumbiaOT

Alumni, Faculty, and Student Facebook group to connect with others and 
share resources

https://w w w.facebook.com/groups/59530213112/

Click here to join our  mai l ing l ist to r eceive the newsletter  via emai l and receive 
per iodic updates about alumni events

Website, including information about our doctoral programs, an alumni 
section and news updates

columbiaot.org
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